good news to the whole h 
eve bec 


é ‘ON THE FORMATION OF CHRISTIAN-FAMILY 
the and. decay-of the great policies of 
ee ‘the gentiles, i is ‘about to expire. The Assyrian Empire with allhhitsumagnificence _ 
ispast ‘Thar of Persiais past. Macedon is.gone forever; ‘and Rome hersetf, 
te the many-crowned misttess of the world, is now succombing | 
-influenge.of that fate which must,speedily put a period to,her existence; | 
The power, which in Paul’s day pressed die oat 
of the'way ; and the man of sin‘himself has, to the wonder of mankind, been re- : 
-yealed in infancy, in maiihidod, and’in old age! We have of him iminfan- 


of hint im manhood—the indomitable and triumphant ryler 
of the kings of Europe '—sind eyes behold him in. hi'dothge, amid the 

Bible, and those who would muiltiply thesacred volume on the eart; 

days of Luther are past.nearly three hundred. years. We Protestant | 

consequently all that time advanced in the period of the reformation.:. An- 

of God and Christ, has appeared in full bloom. Wars and rumors of wags pre-~ 
| vade.the earth; and the return of the Jews to Palestine—that,unerring index to | | 

. ‘the coming of the son of man—is about to take place; already kings, and the 

~ of pice alk of marshaling th WE 

ing of the Jewish: Th 


without the most tremendous phenomena prece 


all the world, who be- 
lievethand is immersed ghall be demned. 
a 
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‘It waifnotiwithout the mé ade 
iia Pir dead was bom again of water at the flood, and a ‘new Order of 
thing® introduced in the days of Noali. The Divine Institute of the Law of 
| Moses intrOduced, and established in'the earth, in thé'midst of vast calami- 
to Rgypt, and the other nations that had abandoned the of thetrue i, 
it maxing, that, wa 
vine Institutions shall subsist in the world.at the Sametime. The introduction 
of the Millenium then Will.be characterized by etéimal verigeance to the nations | 
a whe have 3 ‘our religion ; an@ happy the man! who shall be accounted: — 
“?;¢ werthy to escape the calamities that are coming upon the earth, and to stand be~ 
the Son of mag; forihjp Coming, shel) be like and as @.net 
close all the inhabitants of the world, afd théy shallnot escape. - Alas! who ~ 
shall stand when God doth this? ‘For if the Jews who fell upon this.stone were 
broken, surely when«the stone itself falls from heaven in the Coming of | spain 
= it Will grind the kingdoms of this world to powder! 
Is it not then the imperious duty—the salvation—the honor of christians, to. 

reform frontevery evil way and word and thought: and to become what Gog, - 

would have therfi to be, holy, harmless, and undefiled, separated both from sin~ = 

ners and sin? Ought we*not speedily to model ourselves and families after 

© Christ and his church? Or will we despite of past ages, and of the fatal fortunes 

of thése who haye lived in former and inferior economies, and have beencyushed 

ad for their iniquities, the violation of the laws of Christ? 

Already the vortex thoves; already the whirlpool, which 
‘{s'to swallow up the nations, begins to suck in and to dash to pieces the ungodly 
of the eart®. Toinliérifheaten, how glorious! To die the second death, how 
terrible ! Let us gave ourselves from'this devoted! race. 

the professors of our religion, there is, perhaps, no greater evil than 

that of tiegléeting to bring) up their children in ‘the nurture and admonition of 
thé Lords The fact is, that meny children, whenrthey have attained to discre- 
tion, are both afraid anid ashamed to lodk back upon the conduct Of their parents. 

find; that in every thing, that respects the faith and manners of Christidn~ 
¥ ity, they have been shamefully neglected. "feel themselves as’ empty as 
gourd, find ace shocked at the mannerin whieh they have been educated _ 
Pagentsmay be divided into” | rational 

“> parentsyand religious parents. » | 

Animal! parents age such as 

ae them, without improvement, to grow up in all the darkness of natural ignorance, __. . 

and to transcribe into their character, the Wretched manners.and customs of a | 

depraved society. What shame ahd grief do such paxents occasion their off- 

om, gpeing, if at any time they chance 06 evercoille the natural and sociel misfortune 

Their children must look back upon their chafacter 

standing in society with pity,or sorrow, or shame, if notwith disgust. 


. 
W. 
% Preys 


a | On the Formation of Christian Fanily tharacior. 123 


| . parents, who lose on the one hand what they gain on the ‘Ghee; tot hls hey 
| intertain the best wishes in the world for their offspring, and do much for phe in 
‘the way of a useful, ornamental or leained education, they grant them the most _ 
unbounded license,” in the choice of company and amusements, and so their 
acquisitions serve only to make them more ingeniously wicked. 2 
.» 3. Religious parents, are those who, to rational, and religious education, and 
~ teach their children christianity,—that is, ‘they bring up their children in the 
_-mutture and admonition of the Lord ;’ but there are very few such parents in the 
world, and a very great deal of the neglect, which prevails derives its origin, from 
_ improper sentiments held concerning the natural condition and capacity of man. 
e Eternal decrees also, special atonement, special operations and elections, as 
» amisanthropick as they are absurd, have all had their influence in depriving our 
children of their rights and privileges, until the evil begins to correct itself; for 
the children of professors are so manifestly blasphemous that they can no longer 
be borne with— hence Sunday Schools 
Of Christian Education in practice. In such an education, icon 00 
keep the eyes of the child steadily upon the character and authority of God our 
Father; exhibiting in our own examples, as much as in us lies, the life of Christ 
—the model of Divine life. ‘ile went about doing good.’ 
Our treatment of them should be according to favor rather than law; and sons 
| _ vatherthan slaves. They should be taught to reverence as well as love their 
' parents, but in such a manner as that the one should not destroy the other; favor 
pardons, law punishes, and these should be administered in such @ manner as to 
- form the child for wisdon, dignity, andgeodness. 

Children should be accustomed to visit the sick, and estow alms, and te do 
good, and opportunities should be sought out and afforded them in arder finally 
to render these things pleasant; but minors generally, are seldom taught to take 
any interes; in the comfort and happiness of their fellow men or neighbors, and 

‘when of age, young men think of little else but intrigue and the distinction of 
riches and office and fame; hence, it is almost impossible, after twenty-one years 
practice of folly and madness, ee a voutig person should become ares and = 
eminently benevolent. 

Nothing can be more affecting and instructive than the manners and customs 
of brother Philip’s family. It was some time ago he exchanged the practics of 
reading for that of reciting holy scripture. When he commenced, all were con- 
founded at the apparent emptiness and barrenness of the family ; no body could 

— repeat achapter, and but few dared to recite a verse: The whole exercise Jan- 
guished for two or three days; when it was established as a custom in the family, 
that, after breakfast, every one, big and little, who could read, should contribute 
at prayers something from the holy scriptures, for the profit and pleasure of the 
rest, a verse, and any thing above it would be accepted. The result was imme- 
diate astonishing every one ga up the riches of Christ like the 
of the morning, like the manna in the desert; and from the Law, the Prophets, 
the Psalms and the New Testament uttered by babes and sucklings, the Lord — 

_ came down upon the family like rain upon the mown grass, and as showers that 

water the earth; love, joy, gratitude and sweet surprise alternately swayed the 


several cisterns of living water, which were opened in thé persons of Bro. Phi- 


_ Nore. A chapter per ‘ay will put the head of a family in possession of the 
entire of the N, Testament in much less than one year, for there are only 260° 
chapters in the volume. ‘The above practice is recommended to the et 


Tt is said that in Iceland ‘a custom prevails among the people, of spending 
. their long evenings in a manner which must powerfully tend to promote theirreli- 
gious improvement. The whole family assembles at dusk, around the lamp, 
‘every one except the reader, having some kind of work to perform. ‘The reader 
is frequently interrupted, either by the head, or by some ef the most ee 
‘members of the family, who-make remarks on various parts of the story, and — 
propose questions, with a view to exercise the ingenuity of the children and ser- 
vants. In this kind of exercise, the Bible is preferred to every other book. Before 
separating , a prayer is offered up, and the evening closed with singing a psalm.” 


| _ Nothing can be more touchingly beautiful, says one, than the answer of a ~~: 
a little deaf and dumb boy, in the London Asylum, to the question ‘why God 

| _ had blest others with the faculty of speech and learing and deprived him of ~ 

| them? bites teeny end weeks, ‘Even so Father, for s0 it seemed good. 

| in thy sight.’ | 


- So, much depends upon food, raiment, and the apartments in 
which we sleep, that no health, comparatively, can be enjoyed by 
delicate constitutions; without very particular attention to those 


“1. Food should be light and nourishing, and taken in small 
quanition especially by students, by persons of  peventary habits, 
y | 
_ 2, Raiment should be light, or warm, ‘according to the season— 
always large and rocmy. 
3. Our sleeping rooms large, and close or open, and cold or 
Warm, according as experience proves it to agree with our health ;— 
~ ‘never if or in an upper story in summery omerwne we shall 
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Health. 


_ be left to breathe azote long before morning, and this is the very 


residum of what should sustain life. 


It is astonishing to see how tardy we are to make observations, 
and what is not less astonishing, we are still more tardy to attend 


-to the reasonable dictates of observation and experience, even when 


they vitally affect our health and happinéss; to strike off some 


ular article of diet requires courage. We should avoid all corro- — 


ding meats, drinks, teas, liquors, medicines, and live upon a ‘simple 
“diet. . Eat to live’ is a good maxim, but ‘Eat to enjoy health’ is a 
better one: never, however, should we ‘live to eat.’ Liquor drink- 
ing, whether in the f>rm of drams, bitters or otherwise is abomina- 
ble in gentlemen, and still more so in all who profess the Gospel 


-In short, we’should strike from the list of our aliments every article .. 


of meat and drink, that injures our health. It is surprising to see 
_ show little food is necessary to sustain life, and if a man will study 


_and take but little exercise, he must eat little; little! yes very little _ 
_indeed ; otherwise he will soon study and eat ‘himself todeath, that — 


he will, IT assure you. Does not every body know this? The im- 


-mense quantities of fine flour, beef, and animal food of all kinds, 


teas, liquors, &c. which are every day consumed by us Americans, 
have introduced a dreadful train of diseases—dispeptia, fatyity, 


delirium, phrensy; apoplexy, cholera morbys, immature old age, — 
&c. 


ef ew ‘The prima via is the centre of the living system, and thestomach 
‘is the * of the prima via; from the stomach then, as from a 
centre, the forces which preside over the living system, radiate 


outwards, developing themselves in assimilation and secretion. — 


Assimilation is developed in Digestion, Circulation, Respiration 
Nutrition. Excretion is developed in Absorption, Circulation, Ex- 
-halation, Secretion. But as there are certain chemical agents 
which can never be obtained alone, but are found in constant com- 
bination with other substances, and can be detached from them 
only by exposing them to the presence of other things for which 
-they have a greater affinity, so itis with what is called the vital 
principle, power or force. It sheaths itself constantly in animal 
‘base, and cannot be found alone:—this animal or animated heat, 
radiating from its centre, the stomach, pervades the whole living 


_- System, Carrying along with it, by the natural egresses, all the 


elements, foreign and homogenous, of assimilation and secretion. 


The different tiss1es, therefore, the cellular, the vascular, mus- _ 
cular, dermoid &c., being endowed with feeling and motion, have 


necessarily a natural capacity for this heat. Any thing, then, that 
-irritates the tissues which form the complement of the living body, 
whatsoever be their locality—the stomach, liver, lungs, &c. increa- 
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capacity foe thin honk end principle and the - 
» equilibrium of vitality being destroyed, disease ensues; this is 


disease. Thus disease is seen to be the result of disorder. - 
Now the functions, comprehended under the general term of 

Assimilation and Excretion, will not sustain a healthy discharge _ 

while the stomach is gorged with foul, unnatural and heterogenous 


substances; therefore, the greatest possible care is due to select the 
_ best article of food—food that gives no pain. 


But if care in the selection of food is necessary to health, it is 
not less so in the choice of eoneg and of sleeping apartments. 
Students, literary men, ladies, must exercise care in these 
matters; if they do not, and will not, they must suffer—they ought 


tosuffer. Inpreparing food, ‘atittle art and a little nature’ is not 


so good a maxim as ‘a little art and a great deal of nature. Eat 


Eorror. 


FROM THE LOUISVILLE HERALD. 
HEBREW LITERATURE. 


The children of Israel were ‘essentially different, in manners, 
customs and religion, from those by whom they were surrounded. 
Boasting their high descent from Abraham, and enjoying the 


: special ges of God, they kept themselves a ‘distinct people; and 
whilst every other nation was enveloped in the clouds of a super- 
‘stitious religion, and were offering sacrifices to unknown Gods, and 


were bowing before idols, they alone worshipped the true God, the 
high and holy one, whose presence fills immensity. During their 
sojourn in the land of Egypt, they observed their own particular 
customs, and practis2d that system of religion which was handed 


down from their fathers, notwithstanding the idolatrous and super- 
_ Sstitious rites perpetually before their eyes. The same striking 


circumstances, although they sometimes deviated from the faith, 
marked their wanderings in the desert, and after their final eatab- 
lishment in the land of promise, when they became a prosperous | 


and flourishing people. under the sway of the princess of the house 


of Israel. Even atthe present day, the same peculiarities in their 
religious observances, and the same attachment to the religion of 
their fathers, distinguish this extraordinary people, in whatever 
country their lot has been cast. They are at the same time, stri- 


ame? monuments of of Prophecy, and the living remnants 
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of a once powerful and prosperous people, who enjoyed the special ° 
favor and protection of the Almighty. 


The sacred books are the monuments of their learning and liter- 
ature, their political and military history, their civil polity and 


their religious creed. Considered merely as literary productions, — 


the works of the poets, the historians and prophets of the Hebrews 
stand pre-eminent among the splendid remains of ancient learning, 
which have escaped the ravages of time, and have been transmit- 
ted to our age. They are unequalled in the history of literature, 


for grandeur of style, boldness and energy of expression, andbeauty 
of imagery; and the system of morals they inculcate is the most . 


sublime ever offered to guide and direct mankind until the coming 
of the‘Heaven directed teacher of Nazareth. _ 


The first and'most celebrated of the Hebrew writers, of whom 


we have any certain knowledge is Moses, the Lawgiver of the 
Jéws. He has left behind him a monument of genius and talent 
in the pentateuch, (by which the five books of Moses are usually 
distinguished) which was written on different occasions and at dif- 
ferent periods. The Book of Genesis is sup by some, to 
have been written, whilst he pursued the peaceful occupation of a 
Shepherd in the land of Midian ; by others, that it was written after 
the departure of the Israelites from Egypt, and the promulgation of 
the law; by others, that it was dictated by God himself, during the 


sojourn of Moses on Mount Sion; but Astruce, a French writer.in 


a work entitled ‘Conjectures suv les memoires origineaux dont it 


pavoit que Moyse s’ est servir pour composes la livre de Genese, - 


supposes that he has discovered the traces of no less than twelve 
ancient books, from which, not only the book of Genesis, but the 
earlier chapters of Exodus were compiled. Which of these opir- 
ions be most correct, is not very important for our present purpose 


toinquire. It is sufficient that Genesis, and the other books com-- 
posing the penteteuch, are the acknowledged works of Moses, and 


by them is his literary reputation to be estimated. The book of 
Genesis embraces a period of twenty-three hundred and sixty- 


nine-years from the creation of the world, and contains the only 


account of that event, consistent with reason and phlosophy—it 
describes the fall of man from his original state of innocence and 
virtue—the subsequent wickedness and corruption of the descen- 
dants of A‘am—the universal deluge when 
Like a dark ceiling stood,’ 
And when | 
| ‘Down rushed the rain 
Impetuous, and continued till the earth 


~ No more was seen.’ 
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the time of the patriarchs. 


describes the of the earth; the confusion of 


‘tongues 
on the plains of Shinar and the dispersion of the human family ; 
and concludes witha brief, but interesting history of the Jews during 


In the Book of Exodus, we have an account of the oppression 
of the Israelites of Egypt, of 
the ‘house of bondage,’ and their journeyings in the wilderness, the 


details of which are communicated with all the dignity of history. 
_ The deliverance of the Israelites from the host of Pharaoh, inspired 
Moses to offer thanks to God in one of the most sublime songs, or 
“hymns, ever addressed to the throne of the Eternal. We will here 


ve it in the version of a venerable friend, who has made the 
| raed Scriptures the study of a great portion of a long and usefn! 


- life—indeed its insertion is ‘the main object of this article. 


The Eternal is my strength, and my song; 
And he hath become my salvation; _ | 
This is my Almighty God, he shall be my refuge ; 
The Alieu of my fathers, and he shall be exalted— 
“The chariots of Pharach and his armies 
He hath tumbled into the sea ; 
His choice officers hath he sunk in the weedy sea, 
The deep hath covered them ; 
_ “They descended inte the wide spread water as a stone. 
Thy right hand, O Jehovah! is glorious in strength ; 
“Thy right hand, O Jehovah, hath crushed the foe ;_ 
On the greatness of thy exaltation as 
| Thou hast demolished thy oppressor ; 
Thou sentest forth :thy wrath ; 
They were consumed as stubble— 
_ By the breath of thy nostrils - 
“The waters were heaped up; 
‘They stood asaheap; 
‘The deep waa.condensed in the heart of the sea. | : 
The enemy said ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, 
I will satisfy my desires, I will draw.my sword, __ ° 
They shall be the possession of my hand" 2s 
Thou didst blow with thy wind, 
__And the waters overwhelmed them 
_ They sunkas lead in the mighty waters. 
“Who is like unto thee, O Jehovah! among the mighty? _ 
Who is like unto thee, beautiful in holiness, | 
Awful in glory, working wonders? 
In this thy mercy, thou leadest the peopl¢, 
4Vhom thou hast 
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‘In thy strength thou hast guided them - 
_ To thy holy habitation. 
The people shall hear, and violently shake, 
. Anguish shall sieze the inhabitants of Palestine ; 
_ The chieftains of Edom shall be confounded ; 
_ Trembling shall sieze the mighty ones of Moab: 
The inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away ; 
By thy great arm they became inactive 
Like unto a stone, ; 
Until thy people passed over, O Jehovah! 
Until thy people passed over, 
Whom thou hast bought. 
Thou hast brought them in and planted 
In the mountains of their inheritance , 
‘A place prepared for thy dwelling, O Jehovah! - 
The Sanctuary established by the hand of my Lord: © 
Jehovah shall reign forever and ever! hie 


If Moscs had never written any thing else, this hymn would 
alone have been sufficient to have established his reputation. But 
heoccupiesa high rank as a historian and a lawgiver, and every 
line that he has written, bears the impress. of an uncommon mind. 
In addition to thePentateuch, the authorship of the Book of Job has 
been ascribed to him—a book that yields to none in the sacred vol- 
ume for grand and sublime conceptions, and which abounds in the 
most pure and exalted precepts of morality. He is also said to 
have written several other works, not now extant, from which Py- 
thagoras and Plato are supposed to have drawn a great part of 
the doctrines they taught in the schools of Crotona and Athens. 
This opinion, probably, originated with the philosophers of the _ 
Alexandrian school, who were anxious to gain credit for the system 
they taught, which was a mixture of the Jewish and Christian 
philosophy with that of the philosophy of Greece. 


WESTERN LU MINARY. 


Like the general and the. physician, the minister of Christ, who has taken a 
stand for reformation, knows, that posterity will judge of his capability fr the 
enterprize by his success. It was success that threw such military lustre around 
the great generals Alexander, Pompey, Cesar, Charles, Bonaparte, Washington 
and Wellington. It was their success, that has hallowed with such splendid 
‘renown the physicians Hippocrates, Galen, Celsus, Sydenham, Hunter, Harvey, 
Boerhaive, Cullen, Brown, Rush and others. And it is to their transcendent — 
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Western Luminary. 

uccess in religion, that Peter, Paul, John, James, Luther, Calvin, Wesley, 
Whitfield and others owe their just and distinguished celebrity. | 

_ Bros. Campbell and Stone have successively and unitedly reared themselves 
aloft upon their faith in God for the cleansing of the sanctuary, for the re-estab- 
lishment of original christianity. What has been their success? ‘The most distin- 
guished ! The sentiments they promulge triymph in every place ; they are alrea- 


dy diffused from Maine to Florida; from the Mississippi to the Atlantic Ocean ; 
and to all human probability, they will soon reach the ancient Continent, even 


and British Islands. 

fails to be appreciated until we lose them, so it often happens, that not the least 
-of the great man’s virtues, was that during life, he disregarded the sneers, of envy, 


_zand the voice of ignorance, and vice. Whathad not Paul, Peter, James and 


John to suffer, before their enterprise could be made to bear upon the religion of 
Israel, Egypt, Greece and Rome? It is most certain, that-nearly all of them, — 
had to seal their sincerity with their blood. There were many, who spoke evil 
of Washington, even at the moment, in which by deeds of superior renown, 
he decked the brows of his country with the fairest garlands of military fame. 
Socrates, so renowned in his own country and in the world, fell a victim to con- 
temporaneous envy. ‘The fate of the reformers Cranmer, Ridgely and others, is" 


_ well known: and, ceteris parabis, the fate of the brethren Campbell and Stone — 


would unquestionably be the same if more powerful parties had the law to sus- 


taintheir envy and malice. 


Hark, reader, the language of a presbyterian critic in the Luminary, respect- 
ing the personages of whom I have been speaking. _ 

In his second piece on my sermon he saye—! Seeing that the fosces under the 
two file leaders of error, B. W. Stone of the Arian Camp, and A. Campbell of 


_-the ‘Ancient order,’ from the ‘womb of waters,’ are now united, and in active 


movement, tt behooves all sober people, and especially Zions watchmen to be 


on the alert. ‘Theerrors of the former are too well known throughout the land 


40 need one moment’s exposure. We wonder, indeed, with all his voraciousness 
for heterodoxy, if he can swallow whole this modein Camel, *his head with his 
Jegs and with the purtenance thereof.’ [Reader this is very handsome.] So it 
is, they have fraternally embraced each other, and are now in the van of their © 
united forces. What the terms of compact are, and which of the two are gen- 
eralisimo of the army, we have not yet learned, nor are we much concerned to | 
know. ‘The partizans of each boast, that the one has given up a little and come 
overto the other. Is is no matter what they believe, so they believe in the water, 


_and make it a special sine qua non business, to raise the hue and cry against 


creeds, confessionsand all denominations besides their own, and anti-christianize _ 


_ 41 who are not born again from ‘the womb of the waters.’ ‘The parties, sepa- 


xately were mych on the wane, and needed some new step to give an accelerated 
impetus. ‘The union of 
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Western Inminary. 
‘Modern Camél.°—Such an allusion to the words and sayings of the Re~ 
deemer of men, is certainly very unworthy any one, who professes to be called 
by his name. But it does appear to me, that the parties of the present day, espe~- 
cially the presbyterians, and still more especially the critic in the Luminary, is 
within an inch of believing the first who shall tell him, that all, who are born of 
water, are born with bunches on their back like Camels, bunches as big as Bun- 
ker’s hill. Such isthe amplitude of their superstition and credulity. : 
But suppose a change of cases hetween the two gentlemen in question and the 
author ,our critic, believed to be the Rev. Cleland of Lexington : suppose that this 
man oceupied the station of Mr. Campbell or Mr. Stone; and that either of thenr 
presided over a on in Ky. which he never gathered; how deeply 
would it be regretted by all who know them, that instead of animating by their 
examples and writings the excellent and noble minded of the land, they were 


become the sickly leaders of a feverish and credulous people! milking a flock 


_ which they never raised, and eating the fruit of an orchard which they never 
planted, while Mr. Cleland, having tumed nrany to righteousness, shone as the 
stars for ever and ever. 


The writer of the criticism on my discourse on the Holy Spitkt cams next to 


his subject, and says: | 
* We tum from this short digression to the production before us. ‘The author 


affirms ‘there is no instance of supplication, deprecation, thanksgiving, prayer, | 


or praise being offered to the Holy Spirit in the scriptures.’ That he does err 
~ not knowing the scriptures,’ there is no doubt. And that his object is, with all 


such errorists, to set aside the personality and divinity of the Holy Spirit is 
equally certain.° 


‘The author affirms? &c.. This is a positive falsehood ; for it is in no page of | 


amy discourse affirmed, that there is no instance of 
. tothe Holy Spirit. The whole sentence reads as follows 


&c. being offered. 


‘If it be asked, why there is no imstance of supplication, deprecation, thanks- , 
giving, prayer and praise being offered to the Holy Spirit in Scripture, I answer : 


—that the Holy Spirit being in the Church, all Saints are represented as 

their spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit. Hence 
the spirit shfeds abroad love in our hearts, groans, helps 
intercession for the Saints.’ 


The reason why all this found a place in my thi! 


of what the critic affirms it was; I inserted the above sentenee not to set aside the 
personality of the Holy Spirit, but to shew, that the fact of no supplication, de~ 


precation, thanksgiving, prayer and praise being offered to the Holy Spirit in the 
Scripture, did not disprove his personality; that the decorum of our religion 


required there should be none; for if there were, then the Holy Spirit, being in 


all Saints, would offer up prayers tohimself! The origin of the whole is this, 
I was one day conversing with a distinguished person in our reformation on the 
subject of the Holy Spirit. It wasobserved that Purvis in his attempt to support 


the Arian view of our Redeemer’s character, had also attempted to do away 
the personality, as it is called, of the Holy Spirit, and had demonstrated, that — 
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tihim. replied that this, if true, would not in my the 
Pt personality of the Spirit, because I conceived, that propriety required there 
| _ should be no such instance. Saints offer their prayers by not fo the Holy Spirit. 
‘Again, our author calls it ‘brazen insolence to assert that man cannot obey 
at the gospel on the testimony of the Holy Scriptures without the special operation 
} } of the Holy Spirit.? Yea, ‘that the world cannot believe the Holy Scriptures 
a but by some special operation,’ he calls it an ‘abominable and paralyzing point 
aa modem @ivinity’—again ‘From the old book (the bible) we are taught that be- 
lieving in Christ and coming to him mean the same thing. But Christ says ‘no 
man can come to me except the Father whosent me grder him.’ 
Now, Mr. Critic, all this is true and we Reformers believe with the ‘Son of 
God,’ that no man can come to him, unless he be drawn by the Father. But 
) does it not here become a legitimate question,—How does God draw men to his 
i | - Son—by his word—or by the especial operations of his Spirit? _I say by his 
Ft word ; you say by his spirit. Now for the prroof. I must begin at the beginn . 
for itis a maxim with metodo so. Jesus made his entrance upon the public 
ministry at Jordon. How did the Father draw men to the Son here? By the 
Spirit operating especially in the attending Jews? O no! Nothing could be 
more absurd or unscriptural than to say so. The Father accompanied the de- 
scent of the Spiriton Messiah, with this most attractive of all the oracles of God : 
‘Behold my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.’ Sc you see, that John, 
and with him the Jews, were drawn to Jesus by hearing and learning from 
: : the Father who he was. Take Peter for another instance. Jesus asked him 
ag ‘who do you say that Iam? Peter answered ‘ Thou art th€ Messiah, the Son. 
: of the living God.’ In retum, Jesus replied, ‘Blessed art thou Simon, son of _ 
23 Jonas, for flesh and blood hath not revealea this to thee, but my Father who is 
Fi: | in Heaven.’ It was notdeft to flesh and blood to make Messiah known to thé” 
world, this the Father did himself, when he acknowledged him hisgon. And 
_ the descent of the Spirit and the Father's vice from heaven were so well under- 
be | | stood among the Jews, that on one occasion, when Jesus found it necessary to 
| sustain the claims of his Messiahship, he asked them, in reference to wHiat yccured 
ae at Jordon, ‘Did you never at any time hear his voice or see his form? “Or have 
forgotten his word &c?? N.T. When, therefore it is said by Jesus ‘No 
| r man can come to me except the Father who sent me draws him:’ he adds, ‘It is 
written in your prophets, ‘And they shall be all taught of God Every man 
therefore, who hath heard and hath learnt of the Father cometh to me.” Itis 
words and not special operations, that men hear. But those who, like our critic, 
quote the first part of this passage, seldom quote along with it the latter part: 
But we see, that it is the man who hath heard and learnt of the Father, that 
cometh to Jesus; not those who have been favored with special and peculiar 
| operations of the Holy Spirit: See Jchn, 6chap. 43, 44, 45&c. The 
|  forseeing that the christian creed would be revealed by the Father, foretod it, 
saying, *And they shall be all taught of God.’ Now what are we taughtof 
but this, that Jesus Christ is his Son? ‘The Law and the Prophets do not teach 
_ us that Jesus Christ is Ged’s Son; they only prove it. God has taughtmankind 
wit- 
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A REFUTATION OF THE DOCTRINE OF TOTAL | 


‘BY AYEETT RATIONS V. 2. 


‘and writen by brother Raines, has just been published, and is for sale at Dayton. 
The book contains nearly’a dozen chapters, under the following heads. — 

1, Remarks on the origin of the doctrine of. total hereditary depravity. 

“2, Statement of total depravity as contained in the order.of thesects. ~ 
total hereditary depravity. | 

* 4. Reasons for not believing in total depravity. 

may. suppose haman nature to have besa injured by 


7. Language an admirable medium for the transmission of truth, 
Operation of the Holy Spirit. = 
9. Mag’s capability of moral elevation and of moral gegradation. 
10. ‘The fachity with which the mind of man may be cast into various moulds, 
_Aylett Raines’ capability as a Minister of the Gospel is demonstrated by his 
succes¥s.his toils have been many and great, and they have been uniformly 
crowned'with success. -He first converted the man who immersed him, and after ~ 
that, gave himself assiduously to turn the world to.God and to build up the 
congregation of that Redeemer whom he loves and serves. “The sobriety and 
consideration of mind by brother Raines, by every 
thing that he speaks and writes, : 
‘The ultimate design of his pamphlet, which will doubtless profit every. one. 


©. who reads it, i8 to clear away the rubbish from a proposition ‘which it is most 


important that all the world should understand; namely, “That men can believe 
the Gospel on the testimony of the Apostles and prophets 
operations.” . 
_ In the introduction, the auther, speaking of the designs of hess shee 
“The reader must not suppose, that the writer of the following pages intends 
to deny, either human depravity, or the cperations of the Spisit:—he believes in 
both, and mérely denies that depravity is total, and that the Spirit operates ab- 
an ih! Now ihe proves ht 
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_ wessegaf the truth of it. \He makes the proposition : they prove it. He reveals: : 
they cdnfirm, “He affirms} they attest: and the proof and the proposition being 
taken together enable us tq conclude from the word of God in the New and Old 
Testaments, that Jesus Qhrist is the Son.of God. Blessed be the name of the 

| Lord forhis word! ~ 
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ophers. ‘This philosophy is said ‘to have originated in Chaldea, 
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“hereditary and total, it will follow that men the 
efficacy of testimony ;————— 
flloniog Bis, fini Chapter — 


DEFINITION. 


‘Depravity’ means : Total’ signifies 

- complete: and ‘Hereditary’ signifies descending by inheritance. 
The definition, then, of the phrase, ‘total hereditary depravity’ as — 
used in the following pages, ‘is, as follows: total moral corruption, 
descending Adam, through all parents, to their offspring ; 
£0 that all. dam’s posterity-have been wholly corrupted by his 
frst sin. We to — to a refutation 
of 


REMARKS ON THE ORIGIN OF THE DOCTRINE Or TOTAL oi 
HEREDITARY DEPRAVITY. 


This dédteine, most probably originated with the oriental philos- 


r Persia :-whence it passed through Syria, Asia Minor, and Egypt; 
‘Bnd mixing with other systems, formed many different sects. The 
@fiental philosophers, though divided into a.great number of sects, 
to have been generally agreed in believing matter to be the 
_ cause of all evil; and as the human body is composed of matter, 
it was supposed to be corrupt and vitiated—the source of every 
depraved passion and appetite. When, therefore, either these phi- 
losophers, or their disciples, were converted to christianity, they 
brought into the church with them many of their peculiarities; 
and hence, in the very infancy of chtistianity, we find the Gnostics. 
ropagating the doctrine of the depravity of matter. This led them 
to deny the humanity of Jesus Christ; or, that ‘Jesus had come in 
the flesh” The apostle John alludes to this doctrine of the Gnos- 
tics, when he speaks of the ‘many deceivers that had gone out 
_ into the world;’ and when he declares to his brethfen, that ‘every. 
one that denied that Jesus had come in the flesh, was a deceiver 
and anantichrist.? The Gnostics taught that Jesus seemed to have 
flesh, a Ct he had none; that he seemed to have had his ~—. 
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shed, but thathe had no blood! They were, in short, incorrigible 
looked upon all other Christians,’ says Mr. 
Buick, ‘as simple, ignorant, and barbarous persons, who explained 
scriptures in a low, literal, and unedifying signification”— 
‘Thus, having. spiritualized, or rather, gnosticized the scriptures, 
f ont p ed to spiritualize the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ! 
Here, then, was laid, by these Gnostics, the broad foundation for 
all the subsequent corruptions of christianity. Their philosophicat 
refinement, as no doubt they vainly imagined it to be, was too 
_ great toadmit of their submitting themselves to the rational doe~ 
 trine of Jesus and his apostles. This doctrine must, therefore, be 
mysticized, until made. to accord with their vain imaginings; and 
finally, with the dreams of every subsequent visionary, Ina short 
time, as a conseqnence of the doctrine of the total depravity of 
matter, and the necessity of spiritualizing the scriptures, innume- . 
_ rable metaphysical vagaries were superinduced. ‘Free will,’ ‘free 

grace,’ ‘original sin,’ &c. becarhe the topics of angry controversy : e. 
‘and this controversy,’ says Mosheim, ‘was the commencement of 
those unhappy contests, those subtle and perplexing disputes con- 

_ Cerning grace, or the nature and operation of thut divine power; 
which is spirituatly required in order to salvation, that rent the 
church into the most deplorable division through the whole course 
of the succeeding age; and which, to the deep regretofevery true 
and. christian haye been ‘continued down to the 

Vol. 1. p. 336. 


€aons, ot emanations of the Giostics, seem to be very nearly: 
the prototypes. of modern revelations, and-mystic spiritual opera= 
‘tions. Ireneus-accuses them, ‘of introducing into religion certain,” % 
vain and ridiculous genealogies; that is, a kind of divine process ~~. 
‘sions or emanations, whicli had foundation but in theirown wild 
imagination. The Gnostics confessed, that these eaons, or emana- 
tions, were no where expressly delivered in the sacred writings; 
but insisted that Christ had intimated’them in parables to stich as - 
could understand them!” Buck. art. Gnostics.. These eaons, or 
emanations were, in the estimation of the Gnostics, the infallible 
illuminators: the book was, consequently, a matter. of inferior con- 
* sideration! Indeed, it may be fairly inferred, that the Gnostics — 
taught that the book was a a dead. letter’ to all who were not the 
su of illumination’ from their eaons! ‘These eaons,’ said 
they, ‘are intimated by Christ in his parables, to such ascan un - 
derstand them.’ They then, we conclude from this sentence, 
ta that those who were not. the subjects of abstract illumina- 
tions, could not understand. Christ’s es. We must, however, 
in one point more consistent 
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than are the modern advocates for total 


depravity: 
These acute Philosophers perceived that,as they heldthe doctrine 
of the total depeuivity of all. matier, and by consequence the total 


depravity of human nature in so far as it is composed of matter, — 
they must also hold the humanity of Jesus Christ to be totally 
depraved, if they admitted his humanity. They, therefore, denied 
that Jesus Christ had come in the flesh! ! Bui. modern advocates 
for total depravity, apparently less acule than the Gnostics, advo- 
cate the total depravity of human‘nature ; and yet teach that Christ - 
came in this nature, flesh of our flesh, and bone of our bone.’ 
But, if Christ came in our nature, and it is indeed totally depraved, 


then, he must have come in a totally depraved nature, and must 


consequently, in so far as he was human, have been himself totally 
depraved! Some persons in modern times, seeing this difficulty, 
have argued that Christ took human nature, such as it was before 
the fall; and that, consequently, the human nature of Christ was | 


‘pure. | But this isa gratuitous assumption! If Jesus took human 

| nature, such as it was before the fall, he must, it seems to us, have 
_ taken it before the fall.. This however was not the case! -He was 
‘made,’ not of Adam, nor of Eve before the fall, but “of a woman,’ — 
nearly four thousand years-after it. ‘He was made of a woman’ 


—‘Mary! and ‘was of the seed of David. Therefore, if Mary 
and all the seed of David were by nature wholly corrupt, the hu- 
manity of Jesus must have been wholly corrupt likewise. It is 


-said that, ‘forasmuch as the children were partakers of flesh and 


_+blood, Christ also himself took part of the same.’ Heb. 2, 14. — 
~ But, if our whole nature is ‘wholly corrupt, there was no pakt of 
ft, which was not wholly corrupt, which he could take!! It is @lso,- 


Said thot Gen took not on him the natureof angels; but he took’ ar: 


him the seed of Abraham.’ Heb. 2. 16. 

- We admit that if human nature: had been only partially defiled 
by the first sin of Adam, Christ might have taken human nature 
without this defilement : ‘and we think that this was most nye 
the fact. . But if the nature of man is nothing-but a mass of sin, or 


corruption, theri we say, that Christ could not. have taken our na- 


ture nor any partof a 
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NEW TRANSLATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. : 


| ‘THE SAMARITAN PENTATEUCH. 
Yt a new translation of the old testament, the boa of Genises might, with 


_mouch elegance , be divided into threé  gredt sections, comprehending the history of 


the families of Adam, Noah, and Abraham. ‘The first of these sections might 
‘be headed ‘ Adam’s ;? the-second ‘Noah's Family ;’ the third ‘ Abra- 
ham’s Family.’ 

 Adam’s family includes the following five the Creation, Eden, 
The Fall, Cain and Abel, aad the Genealogy. Now, to have these several par- 
agraphs sorted up in a new translation and the sacred text purified from the er- 
tors, inconsistencies or contradictions, which may be found in it, is. highly desi- 
_ rable; but'even-to have the divine naration clothed in language suited to the 
ears and apprehension of the times, would be a great improvement, and the val- 
4¢ of this improvement would be enhanced, if the present urfnatural divisions of 
«tie text into chapters ahd verses were done away with and the whole section 
p-esented to the eye ot the reader without any other variety than that of para- 

graphs. 

'  Noah’s family, in its history includes the following seven topics, namely, The 


Ark, the Flood, the Departure from the Ark, the Noahitic Covenant, the Re- 


 peopling. of the Barth, the Tower of Babel, and the Genealogy. This section 
would not call. for any divisions which are not marked out by the above topics, 
except it bé the subdivisions of paragraphs, sentences, &c: But its better ac- 
commodation to the eye and apprehension of the reader by the improvements 
already spoken of is very much needed. 

Abraham’s family has a much more exfensive portion of this sacred oracle ale 
lotted to its history , and engrosses the remainder of the book of Genises, from 
the 12th chapter to the 50th inclusively, beginning with the call of the Patriarch 
and ending with the burial of his grandson Jacob. This large section of holy 
writ may be divided into three smaller portions: the first extending from the 
call to the death of Abraham; the second from the marriage of Isaac to his 
death; and the third from this. last event to the burial of Jacob, or the end of 
“the book where Joseph in Egypt promises protection to his brethren who had 
sold him for a slave to the Ishmiaelites. The minuter divisions will suggest 
themselves in the order of their occurrence as the matter of the section require. 

For ascertaining the true reading in the books of Moses, says Gerard, we have 
- @ peculiar instrument, the Samaritan Pentateuch, which was little known by 
Christians the 17th century; which was then printed from one manuscript; 
_ but of which several manuscripts have since been examined by learned men. 

It is not a version, But the original law itself, written in a character different 
from the Hebrew. It was not translated. from the Greek version, nor copied 
- from the Helmew books after the time of Ezra; but was among the ten tribes 
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188 Neo Translation of the 
The Samaritan and the Hebrew sin of the 


- text, preserved by nations who hated one another, and held no intercourse to- 


gether; yet they agree in general. This is 2 strong. re 
ticity and integrity of that part of scripture which they contain. - 


So far as the Samaritan copy is preserved correct, it shows what readings 
took place in the time of Rehoboam, __ 


It differ in many places from the preseut Hebrew, and that by all the seve- 


| ral sorts of variations. 


| 


it has been taken forgranted, that it must be wrong witerever it is not conforma- 
ble to the Hebrew; but as this goes on the false supposition of the absolute in- 
tegrity of Masoretic copies, it cannot reasonably be admitted. 

The wilful corruption charged upon it, of changing Ebal into Gerizzim, Deut. 
27, 4, is the only thing that could justly affect its authority. But even this - 
could not destroy that authority im all cases—and, on a careful ¢xamination, it 


- eppears highly probable, from many topics, and even front the context of the 


Hebrew itself, that what has almost universally been reckoned a wilful corrap* 
tion in it, is the genuine reading, and that the 


the Jews. 


bit various readings, with respect to which neither copy should be preferred ab- 
solutely and in all cases; but both’ copies carefully collated, and the genuine 
text selected, partly from the one and partly from the other, . 
| The Samaritan seems to be, and, on several accounts, may naturally be exe 
pected to be preserved more correct than the Hebrew ; 
many emendations and preferable readings. — 

The Samaritan Pentateuch agrees with the most ancient Hebrew MSS, in 
some places where it differs from the printed text. 

ew vasintions hed crept into the of borween the time of the 
‘defection of the ten tribes and the making of that version. 

-In some instances it differs from the 70 versions; and wherever in these in- 
stances it preserves the genuine reading, it shows, either that corruption had crept 
into the Hebrew copies during that interval, or that the version has undergone 
otherwise corrected. 

readings which, notwithstanding their concurrence, appear by. other verfions to 

be faulty ; which proceeds, either from some mistake having crept into the copies 

ces supplied defects in their copies from some Hebrew MSS, 

riations pointed out, its genuine readings can be better ascertained and more 


successfully applied the cbtrectiog the 
lication. 
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‘The following observation, by the above author, seems to shew what might 


be expected in @ new translation where the compiler shall avail himself of the 


- In Exodus 7,—11. ‘ In the Hebrew, the messages given by God, are record- 
ed bat onte, generally as delivered by him to Moses; - 
as delivered by Mosesto Pharaoh” 
: In the “Samaritan, all of them are recorded twice as delivered by God 10 : 
Moses, and then again as delivered by him to Pharoah. Tels tc qgeenkle 


ancient usage, &c. 


Pentateuch, yet it is said that ‘ Archbishop Usher was the first, or at least anrong 
the first, who procured it out of the East, to the number of five or six copies.— 
Petro de la Valle purchased a very neat copy at Damascus, in 1616, for M. 


de Sause, then Ambassador of France at Constantinople, and afterwards bish- | 
op of St. Malo. This book was presented to.the fathers of the Oratory of St. 


Honore, where perhaps it is still preserved, and from which father Morinnes, in 
1632 printed the first Samaritan Pentateuch, which stands in Le Jay’s Polyglot, 
but comectly ia "Welton’s from theee Samaritan MSS. which belonged 
Usher.” 

Thus afier a lapse of more than three thousand years, the ctiurch is still in 


_ possession of means by which she can supply all the nations under Heaven 
with the pure word of God in their own languages.—Epiror. 


f 
LETTER. | 
"YOR THE EVANGELIST. 


Kine Queen Co. Va., May 9th 1833. 
Dear Sic—it will not be uniateréeting to you to learn that the good cause 


of truth, seems to be advancing in this section of country. You have beeni, for'se+ | 
veral years apprised, no doubt, that some were here struggling to attain to the bles- : 


sings of primitive christian simplicity. For a considerable portion of that period 
we have been rather talking than doing. — But the fact is, it seems to me to be 


almdst impossible to proceed in any other way. In making efforts for that spread 


of the Ancient Gospel, and the establishment of a ‘corréspondent order , ‘we find 


ourselves surruunded by thousands of those who have long entertained the per- 
suasion that they are decidedly Evangelical in their present course, need no 


‘improvement, and are determined, not only not to submit to any, but likewise to — 


oppose it among themselves, and as far as their influence extends over the world. 
Our course has appeared, under such circumstances, to be quite a new, and 
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it is. not strange, that we should have to spend much precious time.in defending 
the proposed Gospel, instead of having an opportunity of carrying it forthwith 
. into operation. We first state it, then defend it—and as soon as may be, carry 
Hi | it Out into practice, The same chain of causes operate again further, upon the 
| Hi - disciples who are now emerging from this awfully confused state of things. Like 
tt the Jewish converts of old, they frequently savor strongly of the things behind, 
is the reason, why we are not yet hearty in meeting together on the first day, 
breaking bread, singing, praying, reading, et cetera, unless our chief speaker be 
among us. But as we get strength in the course of our recovery , we shall become 
more desirous of enjoying that kind of food which is best. calculated to gratify 
a healthy appetite , and promote the growth of the body of Christ. Under the . 
signal blessings of God, we are now deing as well, nay; far better than our anti- 
e1:pations led us to expect. © A large number are now going forward in the 
of reformation, and it is ardently hoped, that they will not grow weary in culti- 
vating with all perseverence and humility, the means of grace. 

_ We have just had, in King William county, a co-operasing meeting, which 
was very large, harmonious, and truly happy. It has hever before been my 
privilege to see such a meeting. A few only came forward at the close of the 
meeting for immersion. It might be remarked here however, that within the 
space of about two years past, [have immersed, (besides what others have done) 
near three hundred persons in that county. We find, thatas they feel the power 
of the Gospel through faith, they come forward in obedience. May the Lord 
increase the number, who shall thus prove his gospel to be the power of God 
unto salvation! We had at this meeting, from different quarters of our country, 

many disciples indeed, among whom we afe enabled to count about sixteen pro- 

" claimers, besides several who were absent. We take courage, and give glory to 
God. We contemplate holding a meeting in Richmond during October next; 
Try, by all means. 

_ You have, doubtless, noticed the extraordinary confusion in Eastern Virginia 
pon tha ‘dee? siltect. And stil] you find them disposed to adopt the phrase 
_ ‘United Baptists.’ United in what, I would ask? - I have very little doubt, 
" that a great majority will decline the proposed dethronement of the Saviour and 
his Apostlees. ‘But it is astonishing to see the course of things thus exhibited. 
Why all this talk about Calvanism in its various degrees and different dresses? 
Is there eny difference either in species or generation, among Calvanists? Sup- 
pose. you were to goamong the Choctaw Indians, and lace up some of them.in the 
corsetts of the New York dandies, if there be such, and array them in. the first 
English cloth, and rudely cast the savage hunting shirt over others; what would 
be the real odds? Bat no! thisis not all. T'o get poor oid Elder Broaddusout 
‘of the ‘well. and water and mud, the attempt is made to amalgamate anfino- 
: mianism, with: his idea of ‘strait-laced Calvanism.’ But such bolstering wont. 
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do, the old ihc waa be sorely bruised amidst their teacles, ropes and 


rough handlings , before he can be extricated. He knows, and his own brethren 
whom hé 80 graciously proposes to yoke for their own good, know, that these 
terms are far from being convertible. But why all this ade now? - Are these 
things new, or for the first time becoming troublesome? O no! They are neither. 
new nor troublesome to Elder B, and we. have no reason to believe that he ever 


meant to be so greviously misapprehended when he commenced his work, as he 


hasbeen. He.cried from the top-mast, ‘Chylla and Charibdis a-head,’ but had 
no idea that all'-would not understand the summons. It js a reasonable conjec- 
ture, that but for what he is pleased to call ‘Campbellism,’ we should have heard 
nothing about Calvanism of any sort!! Isend you herewith, one of my ad- 
dresses to the delegates of the late Dover association. Wishing you grace, 
mercy and peace, I reiain yours in the hope of the gospel. 
J. DUVAL’ 
Elder W. Scorr. 


O. 25, 1833, 
Dear Bro, Scort: By atlas out of one difficulty we sometimes get into 


another, [thas so happened with me. Ip your answers to my interrogatories, . 
you say the apostles did not receive the Holy Spirit at the time Jesus breathed © 


upon them, because Jesus himself had not received it before his glorification. J 
do not know that I understand the meaning of the term glorification. Ihad 

that it meant the resurrection of the body. And the body of Jesus 
had been raised from the dead before he breathed on his apostles, and said ‘re- 
ceive ye the Holy Spirit.’ Therefore I did not perceive any contradiction, to 
what had been said in John7 and 39, but concluded that the reception of the 
Holy Spirit, and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, were two things as diverse as 
the drinking of water and the Baptism in water. . 


In all the cases recorded in the het of the Apostles, the baptism of the Holy 


Spirit was visible to the by-standers. On Pentecost the whole multitude saw it, 
In Samaria Simon saw that by the ying of the Apostle’s hands, the Holy 
3 — wasgiven. And at the house of Cornelius, the six Jews who went from 


ig with Peter, saw and heard it. If then, at this time, men are baptised i in 
oly Spirit, the mode has been changed from visible to invisible, as in water 


baptism it has been changed from immersion to sprinkling. I had supposed 
that the baptism of the Holy Spirit was limited to the last days of. the Jewish 
age, as mentioned by Peter in the 2d of Acts, and that it was to be visible dur- 
ring that time, and that the subjects of it were to prophecy &c. I had supposed 
that the last days spoken of by the Prophets, commenced at Pentecost and ended 
at the destruction of Jerusalem, since which tinie none had been baptised in the 


Holy Spirit, nor was there any promise that there should be. But that all wha’ 


obeyed God, received the Spirit of Christ, which Spirit is the spirit of obedience, 
for Christ obeyed in all things, therefore, those who are led by the wphie will 
manifest it by obeying what God has commanded. 

I was pleased with your figures of the bow and gun. Ths poorer of the bow 


is manifested in the arrow, and the power of: the gun is manifested in the bollet. _ 
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es directs or points them. . Then the Spirit of God 
and the word represents 
word into the minds of his intelligent creatures, men, and by it subdues them, | 


_ propositions on the subject wholly opposed to these teachings. 
_ remind you of these propositions, the following are some of them, namely :‘that 


og 
represents the bow and the. gun, 
e arrow and bullet,’ then God by his Spirit shoots his 


and makes them subservient to his will. 
-Thisis just as I had thought it was, for, independent of the word, I did not 


know or believe, that any had been made christians or conformed to the image 
of Christ; then I 


conclude that the sinner is slain by the word, and that the saint 
is fed by the word ; to the former it being death, to the latter life. ‘Thus as the 
Apostle has it, the ‘ministration of the word is a savor of death unto death, or of 


Jife unto life. 


I notice that you speak of 120 on Peatectst, being baptised in the Holy Spirit. | 
How do you prove that more than twelve were baptised or in the house at that 
time? ‘There were 120 on the day of election but not on the day of Pentecost. 
Luke says Peter stood up with the 11; not with 120. Whodid Jesus-‘make-the 
ise tot Who did heell to tarry in Jerusalem? The 11. Apostles, not the 

20 men and women, were endowed with E sate! from on high? 

Peace be with you, Amen. 

M. WINANS, 
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ANSWER. 
Brorner :-—The great promi nence of ‘the doctrine. of Christ con-— 


2 ceming the Holy Spirit, and its extreme popularity with all parties professing 
christianity, sufficiently evince its.importance, and at the same time admonish 


us of the necessity of pondering well whatever we say or write about it, for if 
mistakes and delinquency on some minor matters, have received Severe retribution 
from theopponents of this reformation, let us not imagine that they will permit 
us to escape if we err concerning matters which even reformers themselves con- 
ceive to be an essential part of the gospel of Christ. 

We believe the Protestant parties to be wrong in their teachings about special, 
preparatory spiritual operations, and have submitted to the public a number of 
I need scarcely 


the world cannot receive the spirit of God,’ ‘that the spirit is not given to any 
man to make him believe, but because he has believed ;’ ‘that the spirit was 
sent, and came to the church exclusively ;’ "that he has been and now is in the 
body of Christ; finally, if any man would be possessed of the Spirit, he must on 
proper principles, join himself to this body, or in other words, men are to be 


already feceived 


I shall attend’t6 the contents of your leter—apparently your dificulties are 
many and great: | 
et, You suppose the reception of the Spirit and baptism thie 00 be 
@ distinct matters; the one occurring after the resurrection of Jesus, when he 


breathed on his disciples, aiid the other after his exaltation, when he sent down 


the Holy Spirit from Heaven. These each other, like 
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when I stated that Christ could not give the Holy Spirit to his disciples before 


his glorification, because ke did not before that time receive ithimself; but you 


create to yourself a fresh difficulty by supposing that his resurréction, iristead of — 
his exaltation, was his glorification. Now, as to the matter in issue, it is perfectly — 
immaterial whether he wag glorified when he left the sepulchre or when he was 
‘received up into glory;’ the question is: when did he receive the promised 
Spirit? for sure we are, that until he received it himself, he could not bestow it 
upon his disciples. Now I answer, he received it in heaven: and Peter is my 
voucher. He says to his brethren the Jews, “Therefore being by the righthand 
of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Spirit, 
he hath shed abroad that which you now see and hear.” When Christ’s mission 
and the duties of it, lay in the world, he received the spirit on earth at the bap- 
tism in Jordan ; but when his office, and - Sele 06 his office were sents om 
he received the Spirit there. 


Now then, as he did not after his resurrection receive the Spirit antil he went. : 


to heaven, he could not before that time, bestow it on his disciples; he could not 
bestow it when he breathed on them; he gave it to them on Pentecost; so that 
the reception of the Spiri and baptism in the Spirit are not two distinct things, — 
they are the same thing. “What I would teach from Scripture on this point, is 
as follows: The reception of the Spirit on’ Pentecost and afterwards, is plain 
matter of fact, read and believed by all men, but this same thing is by a figure of | 
speech, called a baptism. Now observe that the figure is not in the reception of 
the Spirit, for that is a fact, but in the use of the word baptise : baptism in water 
and the reception of the Spirit are both facts, but ee een 
- the one figuratively, and of the other literally. 
"git are distinct matters, then the word baptise is here understood by youeither 
- literally or figuratively. If literally, then men, during the last days of the Jew- 


ish age, as you say, were literally dipt in spirit: And, during the Apostolic age, — 


there were of course two literal baptisms, one in water and one in Spirit; and 
that too, at the very time the Apostle wrote to the Ephesians, saying that there 


» was ‘one baptism.’ But if you use the word baptism figuratively, I should ake | 


to know the literal fact for which you use it! If it does not stand for the 
_ tion of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost and afterwards, os T Save seid, pony 
does it stand? 
» Christ is said to baptise in this Spirit, to pour out. this Spirit, and to make us 
drink into this Spirit ; and baptising, ‘pouring, and drinking may all be used in 
Scripture with reference to water, for any thing I know ; but I cannot think that 
the Scriptures ever intended, by the use of these three words, to teach us that 
Christ had three modes of giving the Spirit; one which might be called a drink- 
ing, One an immersion, and one a pouring : this were preposterous,—those who 
_ Were immersed on Pentecost were also filled with the Spirit, so that Rp. 
_ drinking, and baptism in the Spirit are here the same thing. oe 
You observe that baptism in the Spirit was always ‘visible to the by nders,? 


emis: gift of tongues &c. were visible, but not the Spirit, and con 3 : 
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‘bow. sinners are shot down by the -wordiof God ; bat if you use them to 
| what you first spoke ofuviz that the Spirit of God.is® the word 
then I say they would @i0tanswer your p ‘Was given 
10 not w whether the ai present on the 
what reason have we that it was not on 


A 


if they were not; thet 
they had and:personal promise that they should be. But althotigh 
Apostles had:gpecial \promises, they had no special gift among them but thatof 
conferring the Spirit on others3.as Stephen could work as great pe el 
: Apostles. Peter’s standing up with the eleven proves that the elevetivere 
tee not prove that and tw 


’ 


pThese items, which form the Gospel, Or ti x 
same order of relation , ce then they in 
the momentous question put by the Jews; who were} sir 

or belief in what edt 


the | herefure, 
quent on ad subseqbent to their faith’ or “belli 
their action of ‘obedience, andl 


ii ‘only the only. id. Was help tongues én the day of Pen, 
@aeys of the Jewich age, hehe term baptism: is used figuratively. merely, then 
in ‘the Spirit t the same as the of the t, whenever 
ag i wherever the Spiritis geceivéd there baptism imuthe spifit obtains w 
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“thatthe el took not place of that day, &e.? Dknow » It is just'as 
as any se, that occusred .on.the morning of the’day of Pen: 
| ’ 
& 
Faith, Repentance, Baptism, Remission of sins, Gift of the Holy Spirit, Biginal life. 
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| ‘in the facts testified 


